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Our Mission...
SRSD engages students in 
learning experiences that 

develop literate, innovative and 
socially responsible citizens.

We Believe...
Children must feel valued.

Children will learn. 
Children’s learning  
needs must be met.

We Value...
Honesty
Empathy
Respect

Students run the show
Students at Collège St. Norbert Collegiate brought a bit 
of Broadway to the community in April.

About 70 students contributed their various talents to 
put on six performances of Urinetown: The Musical. The 
satirical comedy is about a citizen revolt after a drought 
led government to ban private toilets and one greedy 
company operated every pay-for-use public washroom. 

“The dialogue offered so much opportunity for 
discussion,” says director Bev Betz, who teaches band, 
choir and musical theatre at the school. “Teens love 
sarcasm so timing became critical in order to pull off all 
the humour.”

And pull it off they did.

Students were responsible for every facet of the show, 
from cast, pit band, crews for lighting, stage and 
sound, choreography, art and costume design, set 
construction and hair and makeup, as well as advertising 
and ticket creation. Several staff helped guide them, 
including Stephanie Wallis (art) and Meghann Galbichka 
(costumes).  

“Every day, students used self, peer and group 
assessment strategies while I provided descriptive 
feedback on all aspects of the show,” Betz says. ”I 
knew that the show would be a hit based on the level 
of commitment and student engagement during the 
rehearsals.” 

 Some of the cast of CSNC’s high-calibre production of Urinetown: The Musical. Photo by Tim Shanks
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Focusing on what matters

Making a difference
A message from Wendy Bloomfield 
Chair, Board of Trustees

People often ask me why I’m a school trustee. The 
answer is really quite simple. 

The biggest influence you can have in your community 
is probably at the school level. You’re making an impact 
on the education of our children, who will become our 
future leaders. 

When you get involved at a provincial or federal level, 
you’re not really affecting people in your little neck of 
the woods – you’re getting into more of the global 
decision-making.

For example, in the past four years our Board has 
focused on putting more resources into literacy. We 
support many specific programs such as Reading 

Recovery, which focuses on Grade 1 students who are 
having significant reading struggles. The program helps 
them get to their grade level by the end of the school 
year.

Our Board’s four-year term is wrapping up and the next 
election is in October. If you’re thinking of becoming 
involved but aren’t sure you’d fit in or have what it 
takes to contribute, be assured that the most effective 
boards are comprised of people with a wide range of 
work and life experiences. 

Our trustees include business owners, retirees, someone 
who works in the optometry field, a stay-at-home 
mother, a chartered accountant, a person employed in 
the mental health and social work fields and a labour 
relations specialist. 

We want an educated society, and that variety of 
knowledge at the grassroots level helps provide a rich 
learning environment. 

A message from Michael Borgfjord 
Superintendent

Our Board of Trustees had a number of priorities this 
school year and I’m proud to say all our staff supported 
those goals with dedication and innovative practices.

Our newest priority of enhancing the well-being of 
students on emotional, intellectual, physical and social 
levels was adopted in January 2018. We’ve focused on 
creating an environment where everyone feels like they 
belong, where students are free to think critically and 
embrace their creative spirits. 

You’ll read stories in this issue about projects 
showcasing students’ pride in their heritage and their 
individual ingenuity. A “Genius Hour” in a Grade 
7/8 class produced innovative ideas and inventions, 
with one student pitching his amazing invention at 

an audition for the popular Dragons’ Den TV show. 
Another class embarked on a year-long writing project 
that encouraged students to express themselves 
through different writing practices.

Classwork around the arts, early childhood education 
and numeracy also revolve around our priorities, with 
an emphasis on collaboration among teachers and 
students. We also held our first Learning Fair for division 
educators, another example of working and sharing 
together for the betterment of our students.

We want to ensure our students are prepared for an 
ever-changing modern world, and this year’s work inside 
and outside the classroom illustrates that we’re taking 
big strides toward that goal. We are very excited about 
the learning in our school communities. 

Board of Trustees
WARD 1 WARD 2 WARD 3

Wendy Bloomfield,  
Chairperson
204-269-4270 
wbloomfield@srsd.ca 

Jessie Cahill
204-260-9304 
jcahill@srsd.ca

Theresa Bergson
204-793-5185 
tbergson@srsd.ca

Gary Nelson
204-736-2817
gnelson@srsd.ca 

Christine Roskos
204-866-2240 
croskos@srsd.ca 

Wes Keating
204-326-9863
wkeating@srsd.ca 

Greg Reid, Vice Chair 
204-612-3114 
greid@srsd.ca 

Jennifer Stefansson
204-229-3932
jstefansson@srsd.ca 

Ed Mantie
204-424-5433
emantie@srsd.ca

Our Board Priorities

• Expand evidence-based decisions 
that support excellence and 
innovative practices focusing on 
literacy and numeracy

• Strengthen all arts programs: 
visual, dance, music and drama

• Enhance students’ emotional, 
cognitive, physical and social 
well-being

• Enrich early childhood education
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Grade 8 student Keion V. more than exceeded the 
expectations of a “Genius Hour” class at La Barriere 
Crossings School.

He came up with an invention to help people who 
are deaf and blind communicate through text on a 
custom device he called the MorseBot. His invention 
was pitched at an open audition in Winnipeg for the 
Dragons’ Den TV show.

The MorseBot is similar to a cellphone, but only has 
one button instead of a keyboard. A user taps out a 
message and it’s translated into Morse Code. It also 
converts texts and emails so its user can “feel” the 
message. 

“I created MorseBot for people who are deaf and blind 
because I know that communication is hard for them 
unless they are physically communicating via braille,” 
says the 13 year old, who interviewed a member of the 
deaf and blind community for research but hasn’t yet 
had the device tested.

Even though he didn’t get to be on an episode of the 
show, he’s been an inspiration to teacher Miranda Fogg 
and his classmates.

“The students were blown away that he could create 
something that actually changed an email or text into 
Morse Code,” Fogg says. “I continue to tell him that 

this has shown the sky is the limit for anything he sets 
his mind to.”

Fogg started the Genius Hour class four years ago so 
students could work on something they’re passionate 
about or explore new learning. Other students have 
created a concept to put a specialized breathalyser in 
cars to ensure drivers are not under the influence, a 
“smart” closet that allows you to search your closet at 
the click of a button, a net that catches spilled oil in the 
ocean but doesn’t harm marine life, and synthetic ice 
sheets for practising hockey in any weather. 

Keion plans to improve his MorseBot prototype and try 
to raise money so it becomes a real product. 

It’s not always easy being 
environmentally friendly. 

Grade 7 students from École Ile 
des Chênes School discovered that 
at the Generating Momentum 
conference hosted by the 
Manitoba Council for International 
Cooperation in March.

The conference’s theme was 
Interconnected: Life on the 
Land, which is a United Nations’ 
sustainable development goal 
focusing on protecting, restoring 
and promoting the sustainable use 
of land around the world. 

Students played a game in the 
morning in which they had a certain 
amount of money to make decisions 
about land use and development. 

“The more eco-friendly decisions 
cost more money and they soon 
realized that they didn’t have 
enough money to always make the 
most responsible decision,” school 
guidance counsellor Kelly Burtnyk 
says.

One game scenario gave students 
the option to allow construction of 
a factory in a small South American 

rural community that would 
financially benefit the community 
and create jobs. The other option 
was paying to have a study done 
on how the factory would affect 
the community’s river and water 
systems. Other scenarios dealt with 
offering safaris to tourists in Kenya 
and protecting Canada’s boreal 
forests.

Students also attended either a silk-
screening workshop to design bags 
or T-shirts to help promote their 
message or a theatre workshop 
teaching techniques for getting their 
message out. 

“The students left the conference 
energized and ready to plan 
some events at the school to raise 
awareness about topics they feel are 
important,” Burtnyk says. 

Almost in the Dragons’ Den

Playing the game of life

 Keion V., a Grade 8 LBC student, 
pitched an invention to producers 
of the Dragons’ Den TV show.

 EIDC student Jordan G. made a 
T-shirt at a silk-screening workshop.
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The art of writing 

Creating confident writers

Reading and writing go together, but so can art and 
writing.

Visual Arts Consultant Gabrielle Doll has begun adding 
a writing component into the art projects students 
work on when she visits Grade 1 to 8 classrooms. She 
was inspired by something she heard at a professional 
development workshop last fall. 

“I noticed that all of the schools were saying they 
wanted to improve on writing. I thought, ‘I’m in all the 
schools, and I like to write!’ “ Doll says. 

She started writing reflective pieces about her 
experiences teaching the class and shared them with 
students as an example for their own work.

“In the beginning, we would do our art and then I’d 
read the students what I wrote about coming to their 
class, what we worked on and how I was excited to see 
how well they did,” she says. “Then they would write 
something about their own art.”

To introduce the writing aspect, she begins with the 
vocabulary of the lesson. For example, if students are 
working on an art project about perspective, she’ll write 
down the word perspective and define it.

Grade 1 students are asked to print a few words or 
phrases, then read it out loud together. Older classes 
might work on reading and writing using cursive 
handwriting, talk about terminology or write a longer 
reflective piece about their art.

Classroom teachers have also followed the process, 
sometimes writing their own reflective pieces or guiding 
students to write a creative story or describe what they 
learned from their art project.

“It’s exciting to see the students using art for that 
purpose, and using art to learn,” Doll says. “To me, 
art doesn’t have to be a separate entity from other 
learning.”

One way to enhance writing is to focus on a subject you 
know or enjoy.

Grade 2 students at Arborgate School did just that 
when they ‘lived’ their topics during a three-month, 
non-fiction writing project that created samples of their 

work for a student writing sample continuum that will 
be used in the future for student self-assessment. 

Some written pieces were about their winter vacations, 
while others were shared experiences such as a Beach 
Day with summery activities. The final piece highlighted 
a Winter Fun Day, which involved the kids going outside 
for a morning to toboggan, play ball hockey, bake 
bannock over an open fire, sculpt and paint snow and 
drink hot chocolate.

Before the project began, students wrote “learning 
intentions and success criteria” they could look back at 
to keep on task and self-analyze their work. 

While one of the project’s goals was to boost students’ 
writing up one grade level, there were also spinoffs.

“Some of the successes that happened during this 
project were the students’ increased excitement during 
writing, and the volume of writing went way up, even 
from our struggling writers,” says Wendy Guenther, one 
of the classroom teachers. 

“The quality of writing improved and every one of the 
children saw themselves as writers and authors who had 
a voice and an audience.”

Each student’s story about Winter Fun Day was 
compiled into a book and displayed in their classroom 
library and the school library. 

 Activities at a Winter Fun Day sparked the writing 
creativity of ARB students.
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Celebrating cultural differences
Every child should feel like they belong.

That was one of the project goals at two of our St. 
Norbert schools this year, where Language Support 
teacher Jacqueline Neufeld helped students share 
their diverse cultural backgrounds using practices that 
honoured inclusiveness.

La Barriere Crossings
Six students from the Grade 5/6 classes took part in 
an eight-week project to develop stories about their 
migration to Canada.

Four of the students were immigrants from India, 
Vietnam and Nigeria (two) and two of the students 
were refugees who had fled the war in Syria. The 
students met in Neufeld’s room each morning, sitting in 
a circle talking about what was going on in their lives, 
each speaking English at different levels.

They located their former countries on a map, shared 
memories about their homeland and coming to Canada 
and read books about similar experiences. Guest 
speakers also shared stories about their own journeys 
with the students.

“The four immigrant children were quite surprised to 
hear the challenges that the refugee children faced 
around the tragedies of losing family members and 
losing their homes,” Neufeld says.

“Immigrant children were beginning to empathize with 
the refugee children. For me, that was massive.”

After the project, the students’ families and some school 
staff attended a celebration. Students read their stories 

of migration, showed off their related artwork and 
shared food from their native countries.

“It allowed families to network in the community who 
didn’t even know the other one was down the street,” 
Neufeld says. “It builds this sort of sense of belonging 
that wouldn’t have happened otherwise.”

The next step is having teachers take on similar projects 
with their entire classes, she adds.

Parc La Salle
Grade 1/2 teachers Amy McGregor and Trudy Szun 
worked with students to create two paper ‘language 
trees’ that included flags from the students’ or their 
families’ country of origin.

One tree was put up in a classroom and another in a 
hallway. A language chart was also displayed on the 
wall of the Grade 1/2 classrooms. It included the words 
for ‘hello’ in their native languages, as well as other 
nationalities they spontaneously researched.

A third tree has been painted on a wall as you enter the 
school, featuring all the languages of school staff and 
students.

The Grade 1/2 students also learned different alphabets 
and read dual-language books.

“It helped kids see that the world is a big place and that 
we all communicate in different ways,” Neufeld says.

“We’re noticing as a staff that students are becoming 
more and more comfortable speaking their own 
languages and celebrating this gift with others.” 

PLS Grade 1/2 
students see their 
diversity on the 
wall. (Inset) An LBC 
student painted 
buckets she used to 
collect rainwater 
when she lived in 
Nigeria. 
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A special concert at École St. 
Adolphe School intentionally took 
the audience through a range of 
emotions in April.

The concert was called So Many 
Feels: An Emotional Journey. It 
keyed on the Zones of Regulation 
program. The program teaches 
students how to recognize what 
emotional “zone” they’re in by 

colours and how they can regulate 
their emotions to get to the happier, 
calmer “green” zone.

Two performances featured 140 
band and choir students presenting 
10 songs highlighting anger, 
sadness, melancholy, excitement, 
lethargy, annoyance and fear. 

“The Grade 7/8 band played 
Nature’s Fury by Jonathan McBride, 

which was a musical representation 
of anger,” music director Caleb 
Reimer says. “The piece featured 
aggressive rhythms, big dynamics 
and a spectacular ending.”

Following each song, Reimer told 
the audience about the emotion the 
piece represented and offered some 
regulation strategies. For example, 
if someone was in the red, angry 
zone they could practise focused 
breathing. The concert’s program 
also included a handout explaining 
Zones. 

“Some people leaving the concert 
were heard commenting about 
which zone they were in,” Reimer 
adds. “The hope was that this 
program will not only be used in 
school, but at home as well.” 

Making beautiful music together

Songs and strategies

Students hit a high note at this 
year’s Pursuit Honour Band concert.

The handpicked second-year 
musicians from Grade 7 and 8 
across the division only had the 
usual two full days of rehearsal to 
master four songs, with the option 
to drop one if they couldn’t. They 
got to showcase all of them. 

“These students took on the 
challenge with no complaining,” 
says Joshua Bater, music teacher for 
the three Ste. Anne schools. “The 
students were always engaged and 
seemed to enjoy every moment.”

He and Bev Betz, who teaches band, 
choir and musical theatre at Collège 
St. Norbert Collegiate, co-directed 
the 13th annual concert.

About 85 students, mostly Grade 8, 
were selected to take part based on 
their hard work and excellence with 
their ‘home’ bands. The division’s 
three high school bands also 
performed.

“This year, the students came with 
good technical ability on their 
instruments and the pieces we 
chose were not as difficult as in 
past years, enabling us to work on 

more than just notes and rhythms,” 
Betz says. “We could actually get 
to the heart of music – namely 
expression.”

Aside from the stress of learning 
new pieces such as Apollo Fanfare 
by Robert W. Smith in a short time 
frame, many of the students didn’t 
know each other or the co-directors.

“Very few of these students were 
familiar with our teaching style,” 
Bater says. “This is a challenge for 
students and directors.” 

 Grade 7/8 students perform as the Pursuit Honour Band.

 ESAS students took the audience through an emotional musical journey.
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Harvesting knowledge

Butter doesn’t just come from a grocery store shelf.

That was one of the lessons Grade 3/4 students at 
Ste. Anne Elementary School learned in a hands-on 
agricultural presentation that linked their social studies 
and science curriculum.

Agricultural representative Reid Schoales visited the 
students in March as part of Canadian Agriculture 
Literacy Month (CALM), a province-wide classroom 
program focusing on food produced in Manitoba and 
across Canada.

Students made butter by filling small containers with 
cream and shaking them for five to 10 minutes until the 
liquid was no longer visible, says Rebecca Brown, who 
co-teaches the class with Amanda Devisser

It was an eye-opening exercise.

“When students were making the butter, they were 
shocked that butter comes from cream, which is from 
milk from a cow,” Brown says.

Students spread their handmade product on buns and 
had a taste test. Reviews were mixed.

“The butter tasted like nothing. I didn’t like it,” Autumn 
C. says.

“I can make it now by myself,” says an impressed 
Cole B.

Students also tried varieties of milk and munched on 
potato chips made in Manitoba while absorbing facts.

“Canada is the largest producer of blueberries. I just 
thought we were the largest producer of maple syrup,” 
Ashleigh C. says.

Some students were even surprised pork came from 
pigs, Brown says, adding the class received the book 
What’s Growing Around Us? 

Ambitious project 
sharpens writing skills
Want to learn how to use a trampoline? How about the 
step-by-step instructions for taking a shower? 

Early years students at Richer School can give you 
those instructions, thanks to a year-long project that 
focused on three writing genres: instructions, a personal 
narrative and an opinion piece. 

To express authenticity in their writing, students chose 
the topics. Sometimes they did an activity so the hands-
on experience would spark their creativity. For example, 
some followed a recipe and baked cookies before they 
wrote their instructional pieces. 

For the personal narratives, some students made a story 
map connecting ideas that belonged together. One 
student described how he tracked a moose with his 
grandfather, while another wrote about the day she got 
a ukulele.

The opinion pieces showcased insight. Students in one 
class wrote about “The Best Part of Me.” One student 
studying Vikings explained why he preferred to live in 
2018 rather than in Viking times.

Before embarking on the ambitious project, teachers 
and students created “learning intentions and success 
criteria” – deciding what they wanted to learn and how 
they could know if they’d been successful. The criteria 
for success included clear communication, creativity, 
organization of ideas and vivid language.

Students were encouraged to be aware of five 
questions: “What am I learning and why? How am I 
doing? How do I know? How can I improve? Where can 
I go for help?” To polish their writing, they learned to 
proofread their work, edit with a friend and discuss with 
a teacher. 

Teachers also displayed a continuum of 16 of the 
students’ writing pieces. It began with a kindergarten 
child’s story told in simple pictures without words, and 
ended with a Grade 5 student’s story about a trip to the 
zoo. 

All the early years students gathered to view and discuss 
the continuum, “which clearly and dramatically showed 
the growth of writing skills across the grades,” the early 
years teachers agreed. 

 RCH students saw the writing on the wall during their 
year-long project.

 SAE student Ashleigh C. 
tastes the butter students 
made inside little 
containers (inset). 
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The power of knowledge is indisputable – especially 
when it comes to keeping kids safe in every way.

Our division equips students with knowledge using 
Kids in the Know, a national program of the Canadian 
Centre for Child Protection for Kindergarten to 
Grade 9 students. It helps kids build skills to increase 
their personal safety and reduce the risk of sexual 
exploitation and victimization, both online and in the 
real world.

Interactive, age-appropriate activities teach strategies 
for being smart, strong and safe. Classroom teachers 
are trained to implement Kids in the Know with their 
students, rather than the guidance counsellors, explains 
Arborgate School guidance counsellor Trevor Zetaruk.

“The most trusted adult in these kids’ school lives is the 
one they see all the time – their classroom teacher,” he 

says. “This is who a student would be most comfortable 
asking, ‘Can I talk to you about something?’ ”

Kids in the Know helps students understand when 
something is going on that isn’t right, and encourages 
them to report any concerning experiences and 
behaviours. Teachers use the program in the classroom 
throughout the year to ensure students are getting the 
message.

“They learn to recognize what is good touching, what 
is bad touching, what’s appropriate, when it’s OK for an 
adult to touch your body, and when an adult shouldn’t 
be touching your body,” Zetaruk adds.

“We’re never going to be in the room when an adult 
victimizes a child. We need these kids to talk, it’s our 
only hope.” 

A historic achievement
The Collège Lorette 
Collegiate junior varsity 
girls basketball team 
made history in March 
when it captured the 
school’s first provincial 
title in the sport.

The squad won the 
AAA junior varsity 
championship with a 
50-30 victory over the 
Swan Valley Tigers. 
Scorpions Grade 
10 forward Janelle 
Chomini was named 

the tournament’s most valuable player and Grade 9 post 
Hannah Berg was selected to the all-star team.

“They worked really hard,” junior varsity girls coach 
Michelle Marinelli said. “It’s not an easy thing to do. You 
have to peak at the right time.”

Junior varsity girls teams have qualified for provincials 
four out of the past five years.

The school’s varsity girls and junior varsity boys 
basketball teams also competed at the provincial 
championships.

The varsity girls lost close games to Thompson’s R.D 
Parker (64-61) and Stonewall (62-59). The junior boys 
reached the consolation final, falling 65-61 to Swan 
Valley. 

Baseball player  
is a triple threat

Dawson Tanner hit one 
out of the ballpark.

The Ste. Anne 
Collegiate Grade 10 
student was named 
Baseball Manitoba’s 
under-15 player of the 
year for 2017, an award 
he received for his all-
round skills as a batter, 
shortstop and pitcher.

Teacher Louis Cote, 
who coaches the 

school’s baseball team, has watched Tanner compete on 
community, regional and high school teams.

“Even more impressive than his athletic ability is his 
attitude,” Cote says. “He displays sportsmanship at all 
times and is an excellent role model.”

Tanner played a key role in the La Broqueire Bantam AA 
team winning the provincial title and Western Canada 
Championship. Winnipeg South also picked him up to 
compete at nationals.

He hit .650 at provincials with four home runs. In the 
Western final, he threw a complete game shutout. 
Against Newfoundland at nationals, he struck out 14 
batters and allowed no runs in a 2-0 victory. He was 
named top pitcher. 

Keeping kids safe from harm

 SAC student Dawson Tanner 
was named player of the year.

 The CLC junior varsity girls 
basketball team are provincial 
champions.
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When the dust settled, woodworking students at Ste. 
Anne Collegiate had created some intricate, head-turning 
pieces this year.

There was an obstacle course made for a hamster cage, a 
variety of bubble gum machines, birdhouses, clocks of all 
shapes and a table with an inset of hockey sticks. 

Grade 11 student Leo S. used aromatic cedar to build 
items for Peanut, his younger brother’s hamster. 

“When we first got her the cage was bland – four walls, 
food and water,” Leo says. “Peanut was bored and 
needed something to do. I thought it would be the perfect project.”

He created a hut and second floor with a bridge, a multi-purpose project that 
utilized different skills, woodworking teacher Gordon Epp says.

Carving was introduced this year and Grade 11 student Christian M. impressed Epp 
with his first attempt at carving an eagle and making a curvy laminated mug.

“He had lots of patience and did great,” says Epp, who guides 60 students in 
Grade 9 to 11. “We enable students to expand their creative natures while they 
learn hands-on skills, as well as responsibility, reliability, neatness, accuracy and 
respect for others.”

Students are tested in exam projects. Standards require projects that show they’ve 
mastered a particular skill. Epp emphasizes design and students must draft original, 
dimensioned illustrations for their proposals.

The young artists also use computer numerically controlled (CNC) technologies to 
end mill specific sections of projects and integrate laser enhancement in the design 
process. They often manipulate heated plexiglass to incorporate it into a variety of 
wood-related projects.

“Skills in hand-eye co-ordination and accuracy of judgment are valuable for a 
lifetime,” Epp says. 

Change can be good, but often it’s also disruptive. 

Staff and students at La Salle School know that all too 
well since Phase 1 of a major construction project got 
underway this spring. The good news is the expansion 
is adding six classrooms and a new gym. The bad news 
is it affects routines.

A temporary new exit to the playground used space 
that had been the quiet/sensory room. Now items from 
sensory/quiet time such as a swing, tent and comfy 
reading chair have been moved into the resource 
room, which resource teacher Nicole Lindblom still uses 
for guided reading groups, meetings and alternative 
student work space. 

“So our ‘quiet’ has disappeared,” says Lindblom, noting 
adjustments have been made so students with sensory 

needs can still regulate themselves. 

“Sometimes I get bumped out of my office if somebody 
needs a space to meet,” La Salle principal Robert 
Bouchard adds with a chuckle.

The original building was meant for 200 students. Six 
portable classrooms connected to the school have been 
added over the years, as well as four unattached huts. 
Scheduled for completion in the fall of 2019, Phase 1 
will boost the school’s capacity to about 450 students. 
Enrolment this year was 360, Bouchard says.

Other phases include converting the old gym into a 
new library and one classroom, followed by turning the 
former library into a resource area. Property the division 
bought next door will become part of the school 
grounds and the site for a new daycare centre. 

From concept to creation

Living through construction

SAC woodworking projects included items for Peanut the 
hamster  and an eagle carved  by Christian M.
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Tools for being  
healthy and happy
Students didn’t wear their hearts on their sleeves at the 
École Ste. Anne Immersion Well-being Day this spring. 
They wore their love and gratitude on their wrists.

One of the eight stations students rotated through 
during the day included creating a special bracelet.

“Students made a gratitude bracelet with beads that 
represented people, things or memories they are 
grateful for,” guidance counsellor Kelly Burtnyk says. 

“All the activities that students participated in related to 
wellness and taught the students tools to increase their 
well-being.”

The indoor and outdoor activities featured a yoga/
mindfulness workshop, movement exercises such as 
stretching and zumba dancing, plus cooking bannock 
over a fire. 

At each of the stations, students learned about tools 
to help keep themselves happy and healthy: gratitude, 
resilience, exercise, acceptance, giving and doing, 
awareness, relating and recognizing emotions.  

“We wanted students to see that there are so many 
things they can do to feel good and it doesn’t take 
much time, effort or money,” Burtnyk says. “Simply 

thinking of things they’re grateful for, or doing 
something kind for someone else, can provide us with a 
huge mood boost.”

Every student also helped paint a mural on the school, 
with each leaf a student’s fingerprint.

“Each leaf is an important part of the tree, just as each 
student is an important part of our school,” Burtnyk 
says, adding that students have already asked for 
another Well-being Day. 

Honouring a little boy
A teddy bear became more than just a toy for young 
children at Parc La Salle School.

Kindergarten to Grade 4 students brought teddy bears 
or other stuffed animals to school last year for a ‘Bear 
Witness’ parade around the grounds as a symbol of 
support for a small boy they never knew.

Social Studies/Indigenous Education Consultant Sandy 
Turcotte had introduced students to the story of five-
year-old Jordan River Anderson.

The Indigenous boy from Norway House Cree Nation 
was born in Winnipeg with complex medical needs. 
Although doctors decided he could eventually go home, 
he remained in hospital while provincial and federal 
governments argued for more than two years over 
which jurisdiction would pay for his care in the northern 
Manitoba community. 

Anderson never went home and died in 2005. His 
death sparked the national Jordan’s Principle, a child-
first policy aimed at ensuring First Nations children and 

youth have the same access to government services no 
matter where they live.

His favourite toy was a stuffed bear, and a ‘Spirit Bear’ 
became the symbol of Jordan’s Principle. The annual 
teddy bear parade was a tangible way for students to 
show their support.

”They totally got it. They understood right from 
wrong,” Turcotte says. 

Each student also wrote a letter to Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau or Manitoba Premier Brian Pallister with their 
views on the issue. 

In a letter back to Grade 3/4 teacher Nancy Estabrooks, 
Pallister noted the Manitoba government had reached 
an agreement in 2008 with the federal government 
that children on reserves should receive equal levels of 
services and he’s committed to Jordan’s Principle.

Pallister also thanked the students for their letters.

“I read each of their well-written letters and was moved 
by their passionate concern for the well-being of fellow 
children,” he wrote. 

 Fingerprints from ESAI students make up the leaves on this 
tree mural.
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A balancing act
A balanced approach to teaching 
literacy at three French Immersion 
schools was the focus of a 
professional development project 
this year.

Grade 1/2 teachers at École Lorette 
Immersion (ELI), École Ste. Anne 
Immersion and École Ile des Chênes 
worked with facilitator Sue Jackson 
from Scholastic Canada to enhance 
some current teaching methods.

“Looking at balanced literacy and 
looking at teaching two languages 
– how do we make connections 

between those two languages so 
that it’s not that we’re teaching 
French and it’s not that we’re 
teaching English, we’re teaching 
languages,” says ELI principal 
Mireille Bazin-Berryman. 

The pieces of a balanced literacy 
program include reading, writing 
and the comprehension of books, 
she says, adding instructional 
coaches and early literacy teachers 
from the three schools also 
participated in the three-day and 
two-day sessions. 

Natalie Moore, a Reading Recovery/
Literacy Support teacher at ELI and 

Dawson Trail School, attended 
both sessions. Teachers were given 
homework to collaborate and create 
a one-week plan focusing on a 
particular comprehension strategy, 
Moore says. 

“The teachers shared successes 
and areas of difficulties with one 
another throughout the process,” 
she says. “When we met up again 
all three participating schools had 
the opportunity to share their 
learning. The teachers were excited 
to share their experiences and were 
even more excited to leave with a 
tool box of ideas inspired by their 
colleagues.” 

Laughter and learning

Students at École St. Norbert Immersion took using their 
imagination to a new level this year.

After doing some improvisation during class, Grade 7 
and 8 students formed an Improvisation Club in January. 
Eight to ten students get together about once a week at 
lunch. 

‘’It’s fun and helps me with my French,” Grade 7 
student Jaysey says. “I can be dramatic or silly without 
people judging me.”

The club follows the French Manitoba Improv League 
rules in order to structure their play. 

“They learn interesting skills such as story building, 
character development and creative movements,” says 
principal François Rémillard, who coaches the club. 

“Mostly, students have fun doing it.”

It’s also an outlet for students to grow.

”It has given some students the opportunity to try 
something new and explore a different side of their 
personality and character,” Rémillard says. “Participants 
are constantly laughing and having fun together. 
Students who have watched enjoy seeing their 
classmates being creative and funny.”

The school also hosted a one-day improv training camp 
in March with École Ste. Anne Immersion students. 
Another day was planned for May. The partnership 
develops friendships and gives students the opportunity 
to converse with other French-language learners, adds 
Rémillard, who coached the camp. 

 ESNI students laughed a lot while being part of an Improvisation Club.
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Three of our students talked their way to capturing gold 
at the provincial Concours d’art Oratoire.

École St. Norbert Immersion (ESNI) students Taylor D. 
and Sara B. teamed up to win the Early Immersion 
Grade 7/8 Une conversation imaginaire - duo (imaginary 
speech) category. Grade 11 Collège St. Norbert 
Collegiate (CSNC) student Sydney D. claimed top spot in 
the Grade 11/12 impromptu speech category.

The trio had qualified for the provincial competition on 
May 5 at Université de Saint-Boniface along with four 
other students who finished first at our division French 
Immersion Oratorical Contest on April 4.

The division competition was hosted by École St. 
Adolphe School (ESAS) in partnership with the Canadian 
Parents for French Manitoba. It featured a total of 20 
students from six schools in Grade 3 to 12 competing 
in the categories of regular speech, story, imaginary 

conversation or impromptu speech.

The students revealed creativity and insight along with 
proper pronounciation and syntax.

Sydney D. won the impromptu speech category after 
she spoke about whether there should be a minimum 
cellphone age law or not. 

Taylor D. and Sara B. placed first in the Grade 7/8 
imaginary conversation category with their presentation 
of a fictional dialogue between two strong female 
characters, Hermoine Granger from the Harry Potter 
movie/book series and Isabelle Sophia Lightwood of The 
Shadowhunter Chronicles novel/TV/film series.

The speech categories were won by Grade 3/4 ESAS 
student Emma D, Nicholas B. of ESNI for Grade 5/6, 
Nicholas J. from ESAS for Grade 7/8 and CSNC Grade 
12 student Matthew N. 

An extra set of eyes and ears proved valuable when it 
came to the yearly assessment of the French language 
skills for Grade 5, 8 and 11 students.

The Oral French Assessment committee expanded this 
year to add a second person during interviews that 
gather information on approximately 350 students. The 
data reveals areas of strengths or needs that can be 
addressed by educators.

Division French Language Coordinator Francine Lepage-
Lemoine says this eighth annual assessment included 
facilitator Lorraine Hebert, a former division teacher, and 
now two members from an eight-person committee 
interviewing a pair of students at a time. Students are 

asked questions that often spark discussion between 
themselves. The committee members take notes about 
the students’ skills such as their vocabulary strength, 
grammar, sentence structure and whether they 
sometimes revert to English.

Students have different interview topics based on their 
grade. For example, this year Grade 8 students were 
asked if speaking French in school was a challenge for 
them. École Lorette Immersion (ELI) Grade 8 student 
Tyson T. says he was comfortable during the informal 
interview, and believes the data would be useful for 
teachers.

“They would know where you’re at in French and they 
can help you learn what you need to know,” he says.

Lepage-Lemoine compiles the comments about each 
student, who are given points from zero to five for 
different areas. The results are shared with educators 
from five elementary and two high schools.

ELI Grade 7/8 teacher Dylan Tretiak was a member of the 
assessment committee and found it valuable, especially 
for detecting common errors.

“It appears that most students commit the same 
mistakes when speaking in French no matter their 
school,” he says. “Understanding the verb tenses and 
vocabulary with which most students struggle will help 
inform my teaching.” 

Enhancing French assessment

Félicitations à our French students 

 French students are informally interviewed to assess  
their skills.
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Our division’s high school apprenticeship program has 
made another great first impression.

Guertin Equipment took on an apprentice this school 
year and manager Randy Baker gave the program and 
Collège Lorette Collegiate (CLC) Grade 11 student Ricky 
B. the thumb’s up!

“This is Guertin’s first opportunity to participate in the 
high school apprenticeship program and hopefully not 
the last,” says Baker, the after sales/service manager. 
“We agreed to take on this new endeavour because we 
saw the benefit in it right away.

“There is a lack of trained professionals in our field of 
work. If we can take measures to ensure our future 
techs are trained and get a head start, it’s a win-win for 
Guertin.”

It’s a triple win for Ricky, whose trade is marine and 
outdoor power equipment technician.

“I really enjoy the real work experience instead of being 
in a classroom, and it helps me with decisions on what 
I want to do for a career,” the teenager says. “Oh, and 

the money is a pretty wicked bonus!”

The program is offered at all three of our collegiates. It 
runs year-round and has a total of about 120 male and 
female students, most in Grade 11 and 12.

Graham Collier, the program’s co-ordinator at CLC, 
says students learn valuable work and life skills in 
more than 50 trades. Those include welder, landscape 
horticulturist, cook, hairstylist and plumber.

“Students love the opportunity to have paid 
employment and receive credits at the same time,” 
Collier says. “More importantly, for the students that 
continue in their respective trades, they are able to 
accumulate a large number of hours toward their 
Level 1 in that trade.”

The hours needed for each trade’s Level 1 varies, often 
around 1,800 hours for an electrician or plumber. One 
student graduated with 3,000 hours as a bricklayer. He 
needed 1,600 hours for a Level 1 and was close to his 
Level 2 requirement, Collier notes. 

Jason S. the nature lover can’t wait to hang out 
with the birds. 

The Grade 3 student at Dawson Trail School 
was one of more than 300 happy kids who took 
home a bird feeder as part of an initiative with 
fellow students from École Lorette Immersion 
(ELI) and École Lagimodiere.

“I’m really excited,” Jason says. “The best birds 
are near our house and now I can see them up 
close. Some yellow and black birds have already 
come to visit.”

ELI principal Mireille Bazin-Berryman says the 
owner of Lorette Home Hardware called the 
principals of the three schools and proposed an 
initiative to promote birding. The store donated 
bird feeders to students who bought a bag of 
birdseed at cost.

The response was “phenomenal,” she says, 
noting 141 students at her school got a bird 
feeder, 109 from Dawson Trail and 83 from École 
Lagimodiere in the DSFM. 

“We have lots of birds around our house and we wanted to get a bird feeder to help them have enough to eat 
through the winter,” says Katie B., a Grade 5 ELI student.

Classroom teachers used the initiative as a springboard for discussions about birds in the area, their food cycle and 
habitats. A representative from the Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre in Ile des Chênes also gave presentations at each 
school. 

“It’s a really neat initiative and it’s great to be able to work with the businesses in town,” Bazin-Berryman says. 

Education is for the birds

Getting a jump on jobs

 DTS students (L to R) Jenessa C., Ella W. and Ethan C. were happy to 
get donated bird feeders.
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Administrative News
Our division is pleased to announce the following staff 
assignment changes for the 2018-19 school year:

Jayson Abraham New Interim Principal LBC

Jacquie Dion New Guidance 
Counsellor

ELI & ESNI

Robin Freeth New Interim  
Vice-Principal

LSS

Carole Hebert New Vice-Principal/
Alternative Education 
Teacher

CSNC

Simon Laplante New Interim Principal ESAI

Alana Klopick New Interim  
Vice-Principal

ESAI

2017-2018 Retirements
We thank these retiring staff members for their 
dedication to our division and wish them all the best.

Bert Bazin Custodian Divisional

Rose Bloodworth School Secretary ESAS

Patricia Bolton Teacher PLS

Graham Collier Teacher CLC

Nancy Cooper Payroll Clerk Division Office

Donald Driver IT Supervisor Division Office

Cathy Gamble Teacher ESAS

Raedean Gendreau Custodian CSNC

Louise Hingley Vice-Principal ELI

Selma Hrehirchuk Teacher LSS

Gildas LeCompte Custodian ELI

Estelle Lesage Teacher ESAI

Gabrielle Marier Teacher EIDC

Laura Nault Social Worker Divisional

Ruth Obirek School Secretary DTS

Gwen Polak Teacher ELI

Douglas Proch Teacher LSS

Exceptional achievements
Congratulations to seven Seine River students 
who received Yes I Can! Awards, handed out by 
the Manitoba Council for Exceptional Children in 
recognition of their achievements in a number of 
categories. 

KAYLAR LUCAS
La Salle Grade 7 student Kaylar Lucas was selected 
for a self-advocacy award for being a positive 
contributor to his school community. Working 
with his peers and adults, Kaylar gained strategies 
for learning while making social connections. 
He participated on the school’s volleyball and 
basketball teams and also played soccer on the 
playground for the first time.

FRIENDS OF KAYLAR LUCAS 
The compassion and support of five friends of 
Kaylar Lucas earned the group a certificate of 
recognition. Aidan Bruce, Carter Campell, Luke 
Enns, Tyson Vassart and Ethan Wiebe encourage 
Kaylar to participate in their academic and social 
activities. They also help him manage his schedule 
and assist him when he becomes frustrated or 
seek an adult.

GUNNAR ASMUNDSON
Gunnar Asmundson’s special friendship with 
a peer with autism was acknowledged with a 
certificate of recognition. The La Salle student 
includes his friend in classroom and social 
activities, calmly helping him when he needs to 
get back on track. The supportive connection has 
influenced his friend’s success with navigating 
daily social situations.

The inclusionary practices at La Salle School were 
showcased at the 7th annual International Social Role 
Valorization (SRV) conference in early June in Winnipeg. 

The four-day event was put on by the University of 
Manitoba and included a two-day pre-conference 
attended by parents and educators from Manitoba and 
Australia. A video produced by La Salle School was 
featured during the pre-conference, which also included 
participants touring four local schools and attending 
workshops.

“We tried to capture in the video that our students are 

accepting and include everyone in classes, assemblies, 
clubs and on the playground,” says La Salle resource 
teacher Nicole Lindblom, who attended the conference 
with school principal Robert Bouchard.

“It showcases that teachers create lessons that include 
students at varying levels of learning, and how to 
continue to develop those skills taking in many learning 
styles.”

SRV is the belief that everyone has value and belongs in 
society, Lindblom says. 

Putting the spotlight on inclusion

George Purchase Teacher CLC

Louise Racicot Teacher ESNI

Darlene (Sue) Van 
Den Busche

Educational 
Assistant

CSNC

Robert Woods Teacher CSNC
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Award-winning 
students 
Our Board of Trustees has recognized the following 
students with these awards. 

Creative Young Minds Awards
MIDDLE YEARS

Ward 1 Evan Goetze - LBC

Ward 2 Nicholas Ryan Johnson - EIDC

Ward 3 Madison Carrière - ESAI

HIGH SCHOOL

Ward 1 Sarah Gatz - CSNC

Ward 2 Naomi Simmons - CLC

Ward 3 Victoria Thrun - SAC

Student Citizenship Awards
Early Years  Ajay Hildebrand - ESNI

Early Years  Ayden Reimer - SAE

Middle Years Abby Kapelus - EIDC

High School Taryn Fenez - CSNC

High School Bianca Siem - SAC

Team Dawsyn Sturch & Ava Warkentin - LSS

Nominees for  
Manitoba School Board 
Citizenship Awards 
Individual Abby Kapelus - EIDC

Team Dawsyn Sturch & Ava Warkentin - LSS

How to become  
a school trustee
If you’ve thought about becoming involved in shaping 
our children’s education, now is the time to consider 
joining an important team. 

The four-year term for our Board of Trustees is ending 
and the next election takes place Oct. 24. We’ve asked 
long-time chairperson Wendy Bloomfield to briefly 
explain how people seek election and what the Board 
does. If you have more questions, contact her through 
the email or phone number on page 2 of this issue. 

How many trustees are on the Board? 
There are nine trustees, three from each of the three 
wards in the division. A chair and a vice-chair are 
elected annually at the first meeting of the Board.

Who can be a trustee? 
An incumbant must be a Canadian citizen, age 18 at 
the date of the election and a resident of the school 
division or district for at least six months. Some 
restrictions apply. You can find more information at the 
division website (www.srsd.ca) under Governance.

How do you officially put your name forward? 
You must get 25 signatures of voters in the ward you 
plan to run in on a nomination form. For filing deadline, 
go to www.srsd.ca under Governance. 

Are trustees paid? 
For 2018-19, Seine River trustees will receive a base 
yearly indemnity of $9,859, paid in monthly amounts. 
The chair and vice-chair receive a bit extra for their 
additional duties. Trustees on a standing or ad hoc 
committee are paid an hourly rate.

How often does the Board meet? 
We meet twice a month in the evenings, but there’s 
only one meeting in March, December and August and 
none in July.

What are the main responsibilities  
of the Board?  
The Board establishes the policies that guide 
administrators and teachers in how they carry out the 
business of educating kids. The Board is also responsible 
for annually reviewing and approving the budget, which 
is about $55 million per year, and setting the tax rate on 
the special levy.

Is there training for trustees?  
An orientation session is held for new trustees. 
Board members attend workshops for professional 
development and meetings often include presentations 
to learn more about existing or potential educational 
programs. 

Who makes a good school trustee? 
I think that good governance on boards works 
best when you have people with a wide variety of 
experiences and knowledge. 

Follow us! 
Follow us on Twitter  
at @SeineRiverSD to 
stay up to date on 
what’s going on in 
Seine River School 
Division schools and 
communities! 
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Seine River School Division
475-A Senez Street 
Lorette, MB  R0A 0Y0

Phone: 204-878-4713     
Fax: 204-878-4717

www.srsd.ca

K-8E La Salle School (LSS)
43 Beaudry St., La Salle, MB  R0G 0A1

P: Robert Bouchard
VP: Jayson Abraham

P: 204-736-4366
F: 204-736-2709
E: lss@srsd.ca

K-4E Parc La Salle School (PLS)
190 Houde Drive, St. Norbert, MB  R3V 1C5

P: Teresa Hampton P: 204-269-1503
F: 204-261-4626
E: pls@srsd.ca

5-8E La Barrière Crossings School (LBC)
245 LeMaire Street, St. Norbert, MB  R3V 1M2

P: Jacqueline Dion P: 204-275-5048
F: 204-275-6299
E: lbc@srsd.ca

GR 9-12I
GR 9-12E

Collège St. Norbert Collegiate (CSNC)
870 Ste. Thérèse Ave., Winnipeg, MB  R3V 1H8

P: Chris Szun
VP: Raffaele Borelli

P: 204-269-4920
F: 204-269-9969
E: csnc@srsd.ca

K-8I École St. Norbert Immersion (ESNI)
900 Ste. Thérèse Ave., Winnipeg, MB  R3V 1H8

P: François Remillard
 

P: 204-261-4430
F: 204-269-0925
E: sni@srsd.ca

K-8I
K-8E

École St. Adolphe School (ESAS)
444 La Seine Street, St. Adolphe, MB  R5A 1C2

P: Laird Laluk P: 204-883-2182
F: 204-883-2612
E: sas@srsd.ca

K-8I
K-8E

École Ile des Chênes School (EIDC)
Box 520, 455 d’Auteuil, Ile des Chênes, MB  R0A 0T0

P: Elizabeth Hammond P: 204-878-2898
F: 204-878-3491
E: idc@srsd.ca

GR 9-12I
GR 9-12E

Collège Lorette Collegiate (CLC)
1082 Dawson Road, Lorette, MB  R0A 0Y0

P: Teresa Yestrau
VP: Ron Verrier

P: 204-878-2887
F: 204-878-3582
E: clc@srsd.ca

K-8E Dawson Trail School (DTS)
Box 70, 425 Senez Street, Lorette, MB  R0A 0Y0

P: Randy Engel
VP: Evi Klostermaier and 
 Derek Marvin

P: 204-878-2929
F: 204-878-3576
E: dts@srsd.ca

K-8I École Lorette Immersion (ELI)
475 Senez Street, Lorette, MB  R0A 0Y0

P: Mireille Bazin-Berryman
VP: Louise Hingley

P: 204-878-4233
F: 204-878-4237
E: eli@srsd.ca

GR 9-12E Ste. Anne Collegiate (SAC)
197 St. Alphonse Avenue, Ste. Anne, MB  R5H 1G3

P: Yvan St.Vincent
VP: Jeff Enns

P: 204-422-5417
F: 204-422-5614
E: sac@srsd.ca

K-8E Ste. Anne Elementary School (SAE)
177 St. Alphonse Avenue, Ste. Anne, MB  R5H 1G3

P: Yvan St. Vincent
VP: Amanda Mykytyn

P: 204-422-8776
F: 204-422-8262
E: sae@srsd.ca

K-8I École Ste. Anne Immersion (ESAI)
167 St. Alphonse Avenue, Ste. Anne, MB  R5H 1G3

P: Carole Hébert P: 204-422-8762
F: 204-422-8498
E: sai@srsd.ca

K-8E Richer School (RCH)
Box 9, Dawson Road, Richer, MB  R0E 1S0

P: Karen Thiessen P: 204-422-5490
F: 204-422-8625
E: rch@srsd.ca

K-8E Arborgate School (ARB)
71 Normandeau Bay, Box 40, La Broquerie, MB   
R0A 0W0

P: Sandra Meilleur 
VP:  Nichole Borkowsky

P: 204-424-5607
F: 204-424-5206
E: arb@srsd.ca

Ste. Anne Adult Learning Centre
Box 1113, 34 Centrale Ave., Ste. Anne, MB  R5H 1C1

Fiorella LaVergne
(Director/Teacher)

P: 204-422-5627
F: 204-422-5633
E: steannealc@srsd.ca


